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Dear Mr. Richey: 

As you are well aware, this office received a number of complaints con­
cerning odor from your facility at Ingleside. Investigations conducted 
on April , 9 and 10, 1987, confirmed that a nuisance condition exi sted and 
that .. the source of the odor was a break i n an eleva ted pipe 1 ine and tne 
resu1t1ng spil l on the ground under the piperack. The nature of the 
situati on was related to you in a te lephone ca ll from the undersigned on 
Apri)' 101 1987. 

Creation of a nuisance condition i s a vio l ation of Texas Air Control 
Board General Rule 101, 4. The Texas Clean />.ir Act provides a·variety of 
enforcement alternatives V~hich are summa r i zed i n the attachment to this 
1 etter. 

l4e are aware that you appl ied a pipe clamp to the pipe to stop the leak, 
but i nves tigations on Apri l 20 and 21, 1987, did not indicate any apparent 
effort to remove the spi lled materia l which was sti l l creati ng an odor 
probl em. Mr . Bernie Duncan of ARN Refining agreed to cover the spill 
and .did so on April 22. 

Thi s office is extreme·ly concerned that the potential exists for simi lar 
incidents as long as mater ia l s r·emai n i n the pipelines , process units, 
wastewat er system, etc., at the refinery. A written response i s req~ested 
with i n ten (10) days V~hich describes your proposed actions, al ong v1ith a 

AnACHMENT 

Celebrating ISO Year.; of Texas Independence 1836 - 1986 
4 6[J 0 0 1 



\ 

Nr. Claude Richey -2- Apri 1 23, 1987 

schedule for those act ions, which wi14 prevent t he r ecurrence of odor 
nuisance conditions. Si nce you do not maintain a staff in Ingleside, you 
should also address your proposal for a more timely response than was 
demonstrated in this particular situation. 

If you have any questions. pl ease cont act the undersigned or Mr . Ed 
Kasprzyk of this office . 

~ Attachment 

•• 

cc: Compliance Division 

t1s . Christine ~larch 
Post Office Box 2879 
La fayette, Louisiana 
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·c CFR tiurpart 
FIN Involved - - .Facility Naire (optional) 
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AIR FOLLUI'IUN cx::t-lE'.tAim' FOR.'! 
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O::uFlaint NUIVer <£mn Q:npJaint 1£9> = <T4s i'fL 7 !Ji;;s 
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n£.i.dential (Y or N) f..! 
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Date carplaint Received (~ lflX!YYiVV')I-:Ta;;· ,;;/.--:":<'l~o,-;:::-:::;-;-------------
Nwi:ler of D::llplainants c:z> -!. ' 1

7
- ~ .::1. "'- ~ 
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... 
tl 

::- .~ .. .. -

... 

oate OC~fed: .;,-:- (' ..--rl! _, _ ? Tirres; w,/.:::or.Jr,,'.f~-<.x..,....~v Bllcr~7- t=£. 
Source Nkik:' ,,.,.:)(C 61/JS~-§Y (._.,0. Address: r~V! ::l7;:J .5 .fB•.JI.-'o.P ,Rr;.. ,:z;-;;.J.<f;Su> l!' 

., ,..- .-,- r :;; 
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Pllt!IJD L . M ·IAsr-'-1--rt?e- soL.Je~-,;r­

"'f??-!!r 4/C..l::?'J N~AlfL r/lt'! 87~0<:::-

*SEE 81\0< FOR VALID CXlDE'S 
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• • Investigator Signat ure: 
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.sa 0 - 6 0 0 ro~T- or-- P!/,4 yr?C c ""· c. ~ c o;v}ING LN ?I'<- c. C?...-o? ... ,y 

'"''i• < 1; , S' (" ··~ c c:tT. 4 PI' totS 

LA!; 'f) It: I.., (1 ~ 

*SEE BAG< FOR VALID OODES 

I nvestigator Signature: _ _ ...!&/::::!Li}Jy...:.·...<.A::)·Lft;;..L:"~p7i"'~~S~r::;f)·~""-~ 
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AIR FOlllll'ION <l::M'UUI-.'1' FOR:·! 
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DISTRIBUTION: 
Whhe - Region/Local Prognm 
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COO'lty S ~!! _ E ti .~ ~L f: !.. ,;J _ 
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Name: /v1tu. (""' I • 
\ : ).. , .. - :.) •": 

ATTACHMENT 

Address: P. '-'· .:;.,~ , P .··'I'IY .:'"k c:~c.;.. E orr 8/SIJ-... 

':': City: T,;; r.· l ,:-- !' . r> ~ zip: 7 g 3 C.;l •n 
. ~-:J Description of Problem: _,N:.L!:.P..:W:.:'"'e..:"c!l="'!_,;'-!I~N.:!-'~:!....~M=-'IA=N'~.z.V _ _,o<...::P....:o:>::.:/.::<-'--...::::...:.:.=-=.·:..' .._.·:....,..-~"'~·..:.· ':.:·''::.-:...· _ 
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Disposition 

Date Ccmplaint Deactivated (as ~~'OO'x"l) Rule Violated: NqAJ~ -
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~~ ' 

Date Ccxnplainant Notified of Board Meeting (as ~ll>~O'x"l) __ ___ _ 

Date Ccmplainant Not:.i fierl of Final Resolution (as ~MJDYY) (Written Only) 

Corrrents: No .;)_boiL vt/,.<'.5 tYp n5D .··>N '7'1/E t'vNMIN § ~/01,<?""$) 
::.·..- ·-.t: ~- ··1\1 o/:5:~/f?d > · ),.,} , (} Mo.c.J.-rY . p;:-1!-'0~ tc. ePo.Jk. Y:/I?S' 

.TII4r:hr WN AN J tN 8AcJk e w.Prt;.V P/tb ~t!!tt,li'~Mi-4. A )>tp.,t ~/_..4);€'.-;IU<, 
/ --$1 s- fh:: r 

*SEE 81\.0< FOR VALID <X>OES 
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S0-0054-N 

FRC ENERGY COMPANY 
7322 Southwest Freeway, Suite 850 
Houston, Texas 77074 
713/270-1300 

Crude Oil Topping Refinery 
Ingleside, San Patricio County 
Apri 1 9, 1987 

NOV/CONPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS REPORT 

Complaint No. Investigation No. 

050870035 213128A 

} 0037 33A 

0039 35A 

Investi gation No. 213128A: 

Nature of 
Complaint 

Odor 

<. 

., 

I 

jJ 
:1 

ATTACHMENT 

Source 

Leaking 
Refi ncry Pipe 

: On Thursday, April 9, 1987, I investigated an odor complaint at the 

bankrupt, shut down FRC Energy Company (formerly falcon Refinery and 
tJ , 

Texas Independent Ref ining) located at F~l 2725 and Bishop Road in Ingl e-... 
side. Mrs. Brenda Shedd and her son were i nterviewed at their home on 
Phayer Circle north of Bishop Road and to the northwest of the FRC 

... 
' 

Energy Company refinery. A strong , musty odor of Phenol and/or oxygenated 

alcohol Hydrocarbon or solvent compounds was perceived . Mrs . Shedd said 

that the odor began about two days prior to the date . She received the 

odor during the times when the southeasterly breezes (prevailing winds) 

cross FRC's property, whi ch i s to the southeast of the Shedd res idence 

on Phayer Circl e. 

On this date, April 9, 1987, the source of the suffocating nuisance 

odor coul d not be detected. The odor caused nasal passage and mucous 
membrane irritations and would take one's breath away during wind.' gusts. 

A Notice of Violation (NOV) for violation of Texas Air Control Board 
(TACB) General Rule 101 . 4, nuisance prohibition , will be issued to FRC. 

Page 6 of 10 pages 
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FRC ENERGY COI~PAN\1 
SD- 0054-N 
April 9, 1987 

Invest igation No. 213133A: 
_., 

' ~.: -7-
.! 

AllACHMENr 

On Friday, April 10, 1987 , Did Hinman of this offi ce ~nd I responded 
to another complaint by a resident on Phayer Circle, ~lr. David Caspar, a 

neighbor across the street from 11rs. Brenda Shedd. Mr. Caspar was con­

tacted by telephone before and after this visi t on April 10. Upon inv'esti­
gation of the area within the refinery's tank farm, Dick Hi nman and I 

noted a black, l iquid substance beneath a pipel ine rack on the north s ide 

of the refinery. The pi peline runs paral lel to Bishop Road wi t hin the 
refinery fence li ne. Upon fu rther investigat ion, we noted a leak in the 

third pipel ine (10- i nch dianteter) pi pe from Bishop Road. The black, thin 
l i qu id appeared to be ei ther a solvent with hydrocarbon/carbon or a 

crude oil with sol vents intermi xed . The 10-i nch diameter pipel i ne 
connects the tank farm in the ref inery to a run-of-pipe fr_om the docks 

on Corpus Christi Bay (Ingleside Channel) wh ich were used to transfer 

h;:~rocarbon material i nto and out of the FRC tank farm. Mr. Tom Pa lmer, 

TACS --~e~ion 5 Director, and Mr . Bernie Duncan, Plant Hanager of Advanced 

Resource Nanagement (ARI4) Refini ng Company, were contacted regarding this 

pipelJne leak situati on . Mr . Palmer contacted Mr. Claude 
ties Nanager (formerly Plant Nanager) for FRC in Houston. 

Richey, Facili ­

t•lr. Richey 

stated t hat a pipe c l amp/seal would be obtained from some _sort of emergency 
funds by way of the bankruptcy trustees located in Lafayette, Louis i ana. 

Due to the nature of the FRC bankruptcy, Mr. Ri chey stated that it woul d 

requi re several days to obtain any money for the pipeline leak repa i r. 

Investigation No. 213135A (and Background Narrati ve) : 

On Nonday, April 13, l investigated another odor complaint (No . 

050870039) by f4r s . Brenda Shedd on the musty, phenol type odors from the 

leaking pipe at FRC Energy Company. Mr. Claude Richey cou ld not be con­

tacted for severa l days at FRC;s Houston office. Nr. Bernie Duncan was 

contacted at ARM Ref i ning Company off FM 2725 and Sunray Road. Nr. 

Duncan had offered assistance toward the repair and mai ntenance of the FRC 
pipe l eak, since, Mr. Duncan said, he is the only sma ll refinery person 

act i ve in the Ingleside area (due to depressed oi l prices) wi th knowledge 

' r 
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of FRC ' s operations, personnel and its e9uipment. It is noteworthy to 

report that Nr. Bernie Duncan of AR~1 made numerous phone cdi.tacts for 
'I . 

the Corpus Christi Region 5 office and offered to perform maintenance 

assistance for repair of FRC Energy' s pipe leak if and when a pipe clamp 
to repair the leak was located or received. Mr. Duncan al so performed 
maintenance to the FRC Energy' s 'cherry picker ' which was used to repair 

the pipe leak. 

Hr. Palmer had spoken by telephone with Ns . Susan Bell , Texas Rail­

road Commission representat ive i n Corpus Christ i, on severa l occasions on 
April 15 and 16. Ms . Bell stated t hat Mr. Joe lambert, a representative 

of the Texas Railroad Commission, had been in contact with the same 
complainants, l•lrs. Brenda Shedd and Nr. David Caspar, on past problems 

experienced with spills and pipeline leaks , both on the FRC Energy premises 

and on property owned as pi pel ine ri ght-of-way immediately to the north 
of the Shedd and Caspar residences on Phayer Circle. Mr . Lambert had ...... 
cbntacted Tom Palmer at home on April 11, 1987 and indicated the RRC 

:· ~ ,; 
could: not do more with the situation than was being done by the TACB. 

• - I 
l 

!1r. Buddy Stanley of the Texas ~later Comission (TWC) was also con-
tacted several t i mes by te lephone concerning the FRC Energy pipeline leak. 

~1r. Stan ley said that after working on several spi ll problems and spil l 
clean-up situations following spills in the FRC Refinery property, that 

little or no response was obtained from FRC's principals/owners or from 

Mr. Claude Richey or from bankruptcy trust officials in loui siana . 

As of April 16, 1987, no repai r had been made to the FRC pi pe leak 

whi le norther ly and northwesterly winds continued to push the odors from 
the leaking FRC Refinery pipe onto the refinery property and over into 

the dock areas on Corpus Christi Bay. Numerous telephone calls ~Y the 

Corpus Christi Region 5 office· and by Mr. Bernie Duncan of ARM received 

no response from Mr. Richey or FRC Energy's office ( staff?) in Houston . 

On April 16, 19B7, Tom Palmer telephoned Ns. Christine March, 

Trustee for FRC Energy's bankruptcy trust in lafayette, loui siana 

(318/233-6200) . Ns . !•larch stated that she did not know of a Nr. Claude 
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Richey ond that he was not li sted as an emp l oyee ,~ith FRC i n Housto~,nor 

had he contacted her with regard to· the spill. This denial by Ms . t~rch 
of Nr. Richey's association with FRC was i direct conflict with state­
ments made by l•lr . Richey in telephone conversa tions with the writer on 

April 10-16, 1987. Ms. March promised to try to help with getting some­

thing done on the leak/spill . 

On April 16, 1987 at 4: 50p .m., Mr. Richey cal led the Region 5 office 

and stated that due to the difficu l ties in obtai ning money from t he bank­

ruptcy trust or the FRC principals and due to the fact that the principals 
were out of the country for the Easter week Holy Days , · he, 11r. Richey, 

had obtained a 10-inch diameter pi pel ine clamp and tha t he would fly into 
Corpus Christi early on Friday morning, Apri l 17, to repair the FRC pipe 

leak. 

>. On Apri l 17, 1987, the site was visited by Tom Palmer at approxi-
' mately ,9:00 a .m.; and there was no evidence of any repair activity. A 

.?-L:. , 
vis"it' on April 20 at 7:30a .m. revealed that a pipe clamp had been placed ; . 
on the pipe. A wooden block was l ef t in place between the pipe and the 
pipe support, directly under the clamp. The 'cherry picker ' was still 

parked next to the pipe rack. The final spill covered an area approxi­

mately 30 feet by 50 feet . No apparent attempt had been made to clean 

or cover the spi l l . 

f·lr . Bernie Duncan of ARN was contacted on April 21 by Tom Palmer; 

and Nr. Duncan agreed to cover t he spi 11 area with dirt or sa 11d to e 1 imi­
nate the odor from the remaining liquid. Mr. Duncan ca.lled the Reg ion 5 

office at 1: 40 p.m. on April 22 and indiceted that they used a bulldozer 

to cover the area and that there was no furth er odor from the spill site. 

He indicated he would watch the s ite for any soak-through and wouid 
apply additional cover if necessary. Mr. Buddy Stanley of the TWC was 

notified of the action taken so that they could. complete t heir file on 

the spi l l . Mrs. Brenda Shedd, compl ainant , was also contacted on Apri l 

22 to relate the information that t he spill had been covered. 
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A notice of the violations of Rule 101 . 4 will be issued to FRC 

covering the nui sance condi tions that were noted. Of greater concern are 
• 

the circumstances of this incident and the potential for future situations 
of this nature. The company has essentially abandoned the site, and no 

personnel ere located in Ingleside. With no preventative maintenance on 
piping or process units, i t is quite likely that a rust-through or break 

will occur someplace else. FRC will be asked to provide a response which 

describes what action they propose to assure a more timely response to •· 

future inc idents of this nature . 
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